AMTA – VA Chapter

Richmond Unit

Date: 11/15/09

Meeting Attendants: 

Aisha Durham

Dianne Rand

Debra Harnal

Wil Johnson

Melanie McClaskie

Polly Vaughan

Jennifer Phillips

Issues Discussed

· Dissolution of Units in Virginia

· Units could be replaced by local member coffees and four large meetings each year throughout Virginia that offer CEUs

· Debra Harnal explained that Connecticut, where she was a member previously, did not have units and held four meetings with CEUs in Hartford each year. These were held on a Sunday, about 50 –100 members attended, the Chapter meeting was held first and then the CEU class took place, snack food was provided, the Chapter meeting was 1hr and had a set agenda and the CEU class was 2 – 4 hours.

· Dianne Rand wanted to know how many states have units and how do they reach their members. She would also like to see a discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of having units. 

· Dianne Rand was also concerned about where the voting power that now exists at the unit level would go if the units were dissolved. The group discussed two options. One would be to make sure that the Vice Presidents all came from different areas around the state and possibly expanding the number of VPs from three to six. Secondly, it was suggested that the Chapter create a group of Members at Large and elect someone from each previous unit to fill that position. The National office already has Members at Large, so we wouldn’t have to create something new. And this would reduce the number of resources needed from each but still give members more of a voice from around the state.

· The final concern was about VIT material. Currently each unit President writes an article for each VIT issue. Would there be a lack of material for VIT if we no longer had units?

· Student Recruitment

· Debra Harnal and Jennifer Phillips expressed an interest in speaking at local schools about the benefits of AMTA.

