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Issues Discussed

· February Meeting Question’s Answered (WJ)

· Can you work out of your home? – contact your local governing board

· Henrico County Code about no gluteus muscle massages – Joseph S. brought code to discuss

· Any location can have it’s own laws concerning massage in addition to the state laws. Therapists need to be aware of state and local laws where they practice.

· 2007 Unit Goals

1.Richmond Unit growth through quarterly meetings

2. Community Recognition

· Need volunteers for events in area

· Uniforms make a great statement at large events

· National MT Awareness Week

· NPR/PBS fundraisers

· Work with medical field – talk to associations for MD’s, Chiropractors, PT’s, etc.

· Gordon Johnston said that the chiropractors association just met – Chiropractic Center of Virginia

· AMA Richmond Chapter

· Fibromyalgia Association

· Alzheimer Associations

· Sport Events

· EMT/Firefighter groups

· Speaker – “Insurance Reimbursement and Massage Therapy” – Paige/Scott Roberts

· Plan on cutting your fees by 30%

· If you are out of network, plan on cutting fees by 50%

· Can not “balance bill” the patient – for instance the treatment is $100 but because the insurance company will only pay $50, the patient is charged more

· The existing CPT codes for insurance billing are for physical therapy, none exit for massage therapy

· 914 - soft tissue manipulation

· 97112 – retrain muscle

· Reimbursement can take up to 6 months

· Practices may have to hire a resource just to handle insurance billing because each company bills and pays differently

· Unless Medicare adds MT to it’s approved services, no other insurance companies will follow

· If dealing with insurance is so costly, does massage therapy want to go through the long process of creating CPT codes, working with Medicare for reimbursement, etc. in order to make it happen?

· Once insurance gets involved, they will start to dictate what services you can provide, how the massage should be given and for how long – do we really want that?

· Speaker – “Starting a Successful Practice” – Polly Vaughan

· See PowerPoint

· Officer Updates

· Aisha Oxendine

· Working with Michael Mitchell at National to target schools for AMTA awareness. He identifies them and Aisha contacts them to setup speaking engagements

· Aisha will be attending Student Recruitment Orientation at CVOP

· Please contact her with school names if you know of anyone interested in having her speak

· Polly Vaughan

· Website

· Member of a committee to review and make improvements to the state website

· Notify Polly of any websites that need to be added

· All future unit meetings are posted 

· Comments about website content can be made from the website and will be reviewed by officers

· Government Relations

· Adding a CMT to the Board of Nursing

· Meet 3days a week, every other month

· Conference calls

· Outside reading

· 4 yr term

· benefits – policy making and issue resolution

· VA Tech Tragedy

· Todd Whitehurst  - created a Southwest VA MT Association and coordinated chair massage following this tragedy

· Chair massage was offered to anyone and was offered at several locations around the campus

· Therapists had free accommodations at a local B&B through Todd

· Several AMTA members volunteered including Ivette Harriston

· They will need volunteers for the Fall 

· Kathy Worley - Fundraising

· For what? – room fees, t-shirts/uniforms, supplement CEU fees

· How? – send ideas to Kathy

· Vickie Jenkins – CEU’s

· Contact Vickie if you know anyone willing to teach

· Vickie has already found resources that are able to teach ethics, marketing and lymphatic drainage.

· Joseph S. is approved by NCTMB and can sponsor someone who wants to teach.

· Unit meeting attendees believe it would be best to offer CEUs on same day as meeting because of busy schedules and distance

· Closing Comment from President

· GET A MASSAGE!

Next Unit Meeting

08-19-07

