AMTA – VA Chapter

Richmond Unit

Date: 08/19/07


Meeting Attendants: (20)

Laurie Atkinson
Tiffany Ingram
Aisha Oxendine


Elaine Bragg

Vickie Jenkins

Ali Peppers


Linda Gould

Wil Johnson

Lori Simons


Brenda Griffith
Alison Johnston
Vanessa Smith-Kennedy


Nancy Grueneich
Gordon Johnston
Polly Vaughan


Karen Henderson
Dan O’Neal

Nancy Wiley


Sara Heretick

Jennifer Overstreet

Issues Discussed

· Sign-In and Networking

· Update from President - Wil

· Reviewed Mission Statement

· Stated the importance of getting to know one another and helping each other

· CVOP Review

· Provide services to the members

· How to run meetings

· National Awareness Week

· Recruited Volunteers – sent around sign-up sheet

· Theme – “Massage – Healing Trauma”

· Focus on Fire and Rescue organizations

· Notify Wil if you need an AMTA t-shirt to wear while your volunteering in the community

· Members can contact National for free posters to put up at events or in offices

· Virginia Tech – no update on volunteer opportunities at this time

· NPR/PBS – will be having fundraiser in Oct – more information will be sent out later

· Lori Simons announced that MCV got a grant of $5000 from the American MT Foundation to work with post GYN Op patients

· Healing Connections

· Sign-up on-line

· Try to attend or come to Chapter meeting on Saturday

· Legislative Issues

· Bring all issues to Will or Becky Lanier

· Will to meet with Becky on massaging ‘glutes’ issue

· Update from Vice President – Aisha

· Student Recruitment Training at CVOP

· Aisha will be setting up visits to local massage schools soon

· Please contact Aisha if you can recommend any schools to visit or if you would like to join Aisha in student recruitment

· AMTA is putting together packets to give to the schools

· High schools can also be targeted

· Mentoring Program – Wil

· National is working on guidelines for a mentoring program, however, this will be a long process.

· Wil would like to start something locally now to help students understand the realities of working in massage therapy in the ‘real world’.

· Speaker – Maureen Blackwood – PUNCH – Create-A-Thon

· Punch is a graphic design firm in Richmond who has joined a national not for profit organization called Create-A-Thon to donate design work to other not for profit organizations. 

· They will work for 24hrs on 9/13 to 9/14 to create print marketing designs such as brochures and bus ads for some of the following organizations: CV Food Bank, Rx Partnership, FURS, Chesterfield CASA, Comfort Zone Camp and more. These organizations submitted requests and were chosen by Create-A-Thon as the winners of the free services.

· PUNCH contacted Wil through our website to request volunteers to give chair massages to their staff during their marathon 24hr work session.

· A sign-up sheet was sent around to see who could volunteer for this an other opportunities in the unit.

· Wil will be contacting the volunteers with updates closer to the date.

· Speaker – James Williams – SCORE

· 4 areas of Small Business Association

1. Advocacy – addresses industry needs at a national level, an ombudsman is located in PA, involved in regulatory fairness hearings

2. Technical Assistance

· SCORE – meet with a counselor who used to be in ‘your’ industry, search on-line for someone in your area nationwide

· Small Business Development Center

· Women’s Business Center- New Visions New Ventures

3. Loan Guarantees  - SBA does not lend money, they will work with a bank or lending to loan the money and then the SBA will guarantee up to 80% of the loan. Many people can not qualify for a traditional loan from a bank. SBA will help those people get the loan from the bank by guaranteeing the amount necessary to get the loan.
4. Disaster Assistance – Where there is FEMA, there is SBA. SBA helps those who have the means to help themselves. FEMA only helps those who have no options. SBA offers loans from the government at low interest rates (2-3%). SBA offers loans for businesses, homes and even apartments.

· It is recommended that you utilize as many of the technical services as you can. They may all be of some help.

Next Meeting

November 4th

